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51. Weir steel clad house being erected. Circa 1924.
ing work being carried out by engineering labour which was being paid
at the time at lower rates and, so they held, was in'danger of undercutting
them and driving them out of business. The crisis came to a head when
the building unions threatened to withdraw their labour from any
Council which continued to erect Weir houses; under this threat few
Councils would proceed. Nevertheless, up to 1926 many thousands of
steel houses had been built; though these suifered a good deal of mud-
slinging at the time, recent investigation has found the bulk of them to
be in very good condition and to have a long expectation of life ahead
^of them. Trouble was at first experienced from corrosion, especially
1 where insufficient care was taken in protecting the plates during erection
(for instance, they were even used as temporary trackways for wheel-
barrows and their protective coatings worn off) and they had to be re-
painted at frequent intervals, but later, the process of paint harling was
adopted. This has been found to last up to twelve years without renewal;
the steel is first painted and then, whilst it is still tacky, sprayed with
granite chips which have been dipped in paint.
The Dorlonco houses, also built in great numbers during the same
period, used a steel frame with close spaced studs which were then
stuccoed on a backing of metal lathing. Some trouble was experienced
with some of these houses where the steel lathing, due to insufficient cover,
corroded and caused the stucco to collapse but this type of construction
has been widely used, apparently without trouble, in many countries.